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DETAILED ACTION 



Applicants' Amendment filed 12/16/2005 is acknowledged. 



Claims 1-20 remain pending. 



Claims 1-9, 16, 17 and 20 have been amended. 



The previous objections to claims 8 and 9 are withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



1. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



2. Claims 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 17 is directed to "an information packet 
transmission" which is not a method, apparatus, or product of manufacture. A data 
packet is a mere data structure. 



3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1-8, 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
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In claim 1 , it is not clear what is meant by: 

On lines 1-3, "A node... comprising a plurality of associated link-layer 
addresses." An address is not a physical element that can be comprised 
in a node. 

On lines 4-5, "a physical link-layer connection between one of a 
plurality of nodes in a home network." That is, the connection is between 
one of the nodes in the home network and what? 
On lines 7-8, "a physical link-layer connection between one of a plurality 
of mobile nodes to said foreign network." That is, the connection is 
between one of the nodes and what? 



In claims 1-8, the use of the term "connectable" in the context of this claim 
renders the claim indefinite for the following reasons: 

- "connectable" implies that the node may not be connected to anything. 
However, the claim requires connections between the node and other 
nodes in a home network and a foreign network. Furthermore, the claim 
requires the use of an information packet, and a packet exists only in an 
environment of interconnected nodes with data transmission taking place. 
To summarize, there is a contradiction between the scope sought by the 
use of the word "connectable" and the scope defined by the body of the 
claim which requires an actual connection. 
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Regarding clams 9-16, 

In claim 9, it is not clear what is meant by: 

- On line 1, "communicating a physical connectivity." First, it is not clear in 
the claim what is meant by "physical connectivity." Second, exactly what 
is being communicated and from what to what? The specification also 
does not provide a clear definition of "physical connectivity." 

- On lines 5-6, "an address associated with the network." Is the address 
referring to the mobile node's address or is it an address of the network, 
and if it is the former, is it the same address as the "address associated 
with a home network" of lines 3-4? 

- On lines 5-6, "the network of the physical connectivity." Is this the same 
physical connectivity as the "physical connectivity on a first 
communication network" of lines 1-2? 

On line 9, "plurality of nodes." Are these plurality of nodes referring to 
mobile nodes or other nodes in the network? 

Regarding claims 17-20, 

In claim 17, it is not clear what is meant by: 

On line 3, "a generalized link-layer address extension." An address 
extension is a field, which is not a physical element. Thus, it cannot be 
comprised in system or device, which the claim is directed to. 
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- On line 8, "physical connectivity." It is not clear in the claim what is meant 
by "physical connectivity" and the specification also does not provide a 
clear definition of "physical connectivity." 

- On line 13, "one specified node." It is not clear what node is specified? 
Are the Applicants' referring to the mobile node or some other node? 

Corrections are required. 

5. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

6. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claims contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

Regarding claims 1-20, 

Claims 1, 9, and 17 on lines 9, 8, and 10, respectively, contain new matter which 
is not described in the specification. More specifically, the statement "information 
packet that can comprise a plurality of message types," is not described in the 
specification. The Applicants' specification on pg. 18, lines 20-25, describes three 
specific sub-type embodiments for link layer addresses. Are the Applicants referring to 
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the sub-type embodiments as the "plurality of message types"? If so, then the 
specification only describes how the information packet can comprise just one of these 
message types at any one time, not a "plurality of message types." 

Corrections are required. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicants' arguments of pgs.10-12, filed 12/16/2005, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1, 9, and 17 under 35 U.S.C 102 have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made for claims 1-20 in view of 35 U.S.C. 
101 and 35 U.S.C. 112. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony Sol whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5949. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30am - 4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hassan Kizou can be reached on (571) 272-3088. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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